	Seneca Dé Quálitáte Temporis

	Omnia tempus edax dépascitur, omnia carpit,

     omnia séde movet, nil sinit esse diú.

flúmina déficiunt, profugum mare lítora siccat,

     subsídunt montés et iuga celsa ruunt.

quid tam parva loquor? mólés pulcherrima caelí
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     ardébit flammis tóta repente suís.

omnia mors poscit; lex est, nón poena, períre;

     hic aliquó mundus tempore nullus erit.
P. Grace, M. Grace, Berry, Feehely

	New Vocabulary:  

aliquis, aliqua, aliquid, ‘some, some or other’.  Most forms = quis, quid with ali- tacked on.

ardeó, ardére, arsí, arsum, ‘burn, be on fire’.

celsus, celsa, celsum, ‘lofty, high’.

défició, déficere, défécí, défectum, ‘fail, give out, run out’.

dépascó, dépascere, dépáví, dépastum, ‘devour, consume’.  The passive form is used as a ‘middle’.

edax, edácis, 3rd decl. adjective of 1 ending, ‘voracious, tending to eat’.

flúmen, flúminis, N., ‘river’.

iugum, iugí, N., ‘ridge, mountain’.

lítus, lítoris, N., ‘shore’.

loquor, loquí, locútus sum, ‘speak’.
	mare, maris, N., ‘sea’.

mólés, mólis, F., ‘mass’.

mundus, mundí, M., ‘world, universe’.

pereó, períre, perií, ‘pass away, perish, die’.

poena, poenae, F., ‘punishment, penalty’.

poscó, poscere, poposcí, ‘demand, ask for’.

profugus, profuga, profugum, ‘fleeing, fleeting’.

repente, Adv., ‘suddenly’.

ruó, ruere, ruí, ‘rush, stampede; fall, collapse’.

sédés, sédis, F., ‘seat’.

siccó, siccáre, siccáví, siccátum, ‘dry’ (the verb).

sinó, sinere, síví, sítum, ‘permit, allow’.

subsídó, subsídere, subsédí, ‘settle, sink, subside’.

	Questions:
1. What event or process does this poem portray?

2. How does Seneca’s Stoic philosophical portrayal resemble Christian teaching?  How does it differ?

3. Line 7 contains one of Seneca’s best lines:  lex est, nón poena, períre.  What exactly does it mean?

4. How do the verb tenses add to the meaning of the poem?  Hint:  there are only two different tenses.

5. What is the overall tone of this poem?


