	Martial 6.90
	
	Martial 6.90

	
Moechum Gellia non habet nisi únum. 


Turpe est hoc magis: uxor est duórum.

Sibiski, Haas, Lubking
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	New Vocabulary:

moechus, moechí, M., ‘adulterer’, married woman’s lover.

nisi, ‘if not, unless; except’.  Negative of sí, ‘if’. 

turpis, turpe, ‘ugly, shameful’.  Related to English “turpitude”.

uxor, uxoris, F., ‘wife’.  Related to English “uxorious”.

Questions:

1. At what point do we find out for sure whether Gellia is married or not?

2. What general social background is implied by this poem?

3. Who is the main character?  How many men does she sleep with?

4. Latin word order tends to put emphatic words at the begin​ning and end of the line.  Does the word order in this poem add anything to the effect?
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