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Semper pauper eris, sí pauper es, Aemiliáne:


     dantur opés nullís nunc nisi dívitibus.
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Semper pauper eris, sí pauper es, Aemiliáne:


     dantur opés nullís nunc nisi dívitibus.
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	New Vocabulary:

nullus, nulla, nullum, ‘none, no one’.  Acts as the plural of némó.

ops, opis, F., ‘power’.  The plural opés, opum is commoner and means ‘wealth, resources, property’.

pauper, pauperis, 3rd decl. adjective of 1 ending, ‘poor, desti​tute’, not just lower-class but completely without possessions.

Questions:

1. Americans sometimes say “you gotta have money to make money”.  Is that the message of this epigram, or is there some difference?

2. Is dantur literal or metaphorical?  You may need to make some guesses about Roman social customs.

3. Does Martial sound bitter, philosophical, or what?

4. Is this epigram funny?  True?  Both?  Neither?
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