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Bella es, nóvimus, et puella, vérum est,


et dívés, quis enim potest negáre?


Sed cum té nimium, Fabulla, laudás,


nec dívés neque bella nec puella es.
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	New Vocabulary:

bellus, bella, bellum, ‘pretty’, not to be confused with bellum, ‘war’, which is identical to the neuter.

dívés, dívitis, 3rd decl. adjective of 1 ending, ‘rich, wealthy’.

noscó, noscere, nóví, nótum, ‘find out, come to know’.  The perfect acts like a present and means ‘know’.

neque, nec, long and short forms of the same conjunction, ‘neither, nor’.

nimius, nimia, nimium, ‘excessive’.  The neuter singular can be used as an adverb:  ‘excessively’.

Questions:

1. Puella (1, 4) acts like an adjective.  Does it mean ‘not a boy’ or ‘not an old lady’ or what?

2. Why is vérum (1) neuter?

3. What exactly is wrong with Fabulla?

4. The last line echoes the first with a few changes.  How is that rhetorically effective?

5. Is this epigram funny?  True?  Both?  Neither?
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