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	    Nuper erat medicus, nunc est vespillo Diaulus: 

         quod vespillo facit, fecerat et medicus.

	
	    Nuper erat medicus, nunc est vespillo Diaulus: 

         quod vespillo facit, fecerat et medicus.


	New Vocabulary:

medicus, medicí, M., ‘doctor’.

núper, Adv. ‘lately’.

quod, ‘that, which’, neuter singular relative pronoun.  Here = ‘that which, what’.
vespillo, vespillónis, M., ‘one employed to bury those too poor to afford a funeral’. From vespa, vespae, F., ‘wasp’.
Questions:

1. Is a vespillo more like a pallbearer, or an undertaker, or what?  Who buried the rich in ancient Rome?

2. Would a vespillo be higher or lower on the social scale than a medicus?

3. How does the variation in verb tenses (erat – est, facit – fecerat) help the meaning of the epigram?

4. What is the point of the joke?  In what sense is the last sentence true?
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